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ABSTRACT

Ethiopia is one of the oldest independent nationghe world. The country, which had an inspiratibdeeam of black

independence throughout the world especially thi&fdca.

In Africa Christians took Ethiopia as a symbol afemtity and readily embrace Ethiopianism both as an
intellectual and religious movement. The Muslimkt&thiopia as a symbol of freedom from oppressiod kberation

from repulsion. The Jamaicans professed Ethiopithadand of justice (Teshome 2017:1828-1832).

Ethiopianism, the movement that acknowledge ankl Edbiopiaas an emblematic is both religious andtical
movement which played great role in the liberatitruggle of black peoples. However, this is noeméd in Ethiopia’s
education system for the youth to learn the histbat the African forefathers accomplished in theiggle for political

and religious freedom.

In history, Ethiopia remains an independent counumlike other African countries. However, the coys
education system is not free from the dominationMafstern knowledge. The Ethiopian ancient educasigsiem is
gradually replaced by the Western-centric educatigatem. “The Ethiopian ‘self those elements whiud Ethiopians
experienced in their culture, history, politics aodmmunal life is gradually deteriorating” (Teshorg817:60-63).The

school curriculum is at present wholly dominatethvigurocentric scientific discipline.

To decolonize the Western-centric education indiggion is important in teaching knowledge relevémtthe
country’s history. The role that Ethiopians citigzeplayed in building the country as a nation andirttcontribution to

others in the struggle against colonialism has ¢agiven space in the curriculum as an independsmnirse.

Ethiopianism is the legacy that handed down from phast to a new generation (lbid). One of the naid Authentic
Ethiopianism education should be philosophical &sdIn particular, the philosophy of Africa andhittpia.Therefore,
this thesis discusses the need for incorporatindpigpianism’ in the philosophical study of Ethiogia addition to its

historical importance.
KEYWORDS:Ethiopianism, Independence, Education & philosoah&tudy

INTRODUCTION

Ethiopia as one of the oldest independent countifrica is the symbol of civilization.Ethiopia h&sng been a
symbol of freedom for black people to govern thewese In Ethiopia political administration was foenturies in the
hands of African. From the ancient time, Ethiogatie African country having her own organizedgieliis institution

performing various religious rituals, songs, andpsare. Ethiopia is a country having a unique terit script, numerals
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and symbols. Ethiopia is a country for the firatei which digs a grave for the colonial powerslttie country who has no

freedom day to celebrate, but celebrating vict@y évery year, unlike other many countries in ttoeldv
It is the country who served as an epitome formstieseeing as an example of self-rule and setfiaidtration.

Ethiopian history and Ethiopianism is known andmeoted by other non-Ethiopian scholars than Ethiopia
themselves. Ethiopianism and Ethiopian history reoe part of the curriculum in the current Westeemttic Ethiopian

school system.

Among Ethiopian elites, there is a large scaleohisal blankness in their country’s ancient histofey have
fought for Zero sum game ethnic politics to be sigpeover the other in the last forty years, esplgitwenty-seven years
of the EPRDF ruling party lead by Tigrian Liberati&ront. The current Ethiopian politicians are riyito build and
preserve their own politics by vetoing the past haohmering previous heroes. Above all, in Ethiapigently, the way in
which students learn the content of the curricuignored Ethiopian people historical, social andwall values. No doubt
this is done in a planned way to minimize the aeltof Ethiopianismfrom passing down to the new gati@en. This
article, therefore, is discussing the need for ipomating Ethiopianism philosophy in the curriculweither in African
philosophy or Ethiopian Philosophy as a chapter.

Statement of the Problem

Education in Ethiopia is colonized and it is defdtely taking the European approach. The philoszzplstudies
in Ethiopia main focus are Western and Easterropbphy with minor consideration of African and Biian philosophy.
This approach marginalized the various knowleddggted to the ideological and religious movemenifrica that has to
be hand on to the present generation. This situdgiads to creating youth that aspires for foreiglues than indigenous
values. This study, therefore, investigates the il teaching student the philosophy of Ethiopiemithat enables to

defend theircountry and solve ethnic rival whichhet present inexcusable for the sovereignty otipili
METHODOLOGY

The methodology involved in this study is Philosioph and Historical. It is Philosophical in the senthat it
depends on the inquiry of arguments. It involveel tise of in-depth critical analysis of the conaapEthiopianismin its
viewfrom the religious and political perspectiveid Historical because it is based on the critigfi¢he scholar on the

historical period of theEthiopianism movement.
THE OBJECTIVE OF THE STUDY

The main objective of this article is to recommehd incorporation of “Ethiopianism” as one philobagal,
historical and ideological study in the Ethiopidnlpsophy curriculum.

Philosophical Studies in Ethiopia

Ethiopianism, Ethiopiawinet, and Ethiopianes isduseterchangeably. However, Ethiopianism is maitiig
philosophy, ideology, and movement in the worldkirig Ethiopia as a symbol. Ethiopiawenet (Ethiopiss) refers to
being Ethiopian it is the feeling we have for Efiiloas an Ethiopian and the character we havetend/iay we behave .
Ethiopian means those who born as an Ethiopianmidtier what, it is possible to use the word intargeably as the

writer prefers to use the term. In many works @frliture the term Ethiopianism for the first tirged by an-ex-Wesleyan
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minister ManganaMokone when he founded the Ethioplaurch. By whom the term is used for the finstet is not an

issue in all movement the term is used to set ta of liberty.

Ethiopianism is not extensively taught in schodisth at the primary and secondary levels to Etlappi
children. Eurocentric perspectives have margindligéhiopian history. In no subject, Ethiopianismasknowledged
and taught with differing points of view to impresponthe spirit in the young generation. Ethiopsamiis an
enlightened perspective and representation of hegdhat African gain through sever struggle. Bhrmiggle is not
limited to the breakdown of colonial power as itsisen in (Adewa) Ethiopia in 1896and against fasdis 1935 by
the same people, but also the struggle for religjildveration, and political independence in varipast of the black

populations’ movement.

After the victory over ltaly in 1896, Ethiopia aded a special importance in the eyes of Africassttze only
surviving African State. After Adowa, Ethiopia beeaemblematic of African valor and resistance,lthstion of prestige
and hope to thousands of Africans who were experignthe full shock of European conquest and wegirtning to

search for an answer to the myth of African infétjoAsante (1991).

The heroism, character of Ethiopians in differeattles against colonial power and the effort theadento liberate other
Africans is emblematic in the struggle for freedamd domination which present African youth shoudd the lesson
from. Ethiopia traditionally symbolized for Africalamericans a mythical space, an idealized placgrafular black power
and a special promise. From slavery times to theamoera, the black American community saw Ethigsaa site of
special significance, a sacred land, the centenofent black power and the prestige second peringysastic Egypt.
Favorable scriptural and historical mention of thecient African state had made the nation, howedefjned

geographically, an icon of black capability, potgnand sovereignty for generations of racially, seeuted black
Americans(Shepperson1953:9-18).

This symbolic country is at present in the staterspred ethnic rivalry. Ethiopia still existed amot collapsed
like other countries, Somalia, Syria, and Libya betause the country has strong military power, datause of the
persistence of the people and unity. Above all,tvélares Ethiopia to be collapsed state like otbenties in the existing
Ethiopian enemies sponsored ethnic rival is becatiseeremnants of the legacy of the past generdtiat handed down

to the new generation orally.

For the purpose of divide and rule the boundarfesvd among administrative regions of the EPRDFrthieg
(Ethiopian people Democratic Front) overlooks histdies between regions that transcend ethnic &ind language

(Paulosand & Getachew 2005: 33). The situationuglyl intensifies ethnicconflict in the people.

Why Ethiopianism as content in Ethiopian educatisncritical? It is because teaching Ethiopianismaas
philosophy is to create a form of culture, sociad golitical movement that focuses on the natioaraintegrated whole
that the people of Ethiopia constitute the nati&thiopianism in today's Ethiopia is a political veanent which struggles
for the breakdown of ethnic extremism rather thasdihg the people of the nation as Amhara, Oroffigree, Sidama
etc. to view and transform them to Ethiopian. Tdogsn’t mean the different, unique culture amoffi@idint communities
are summed up into one, but it is to mean the miffees should exist as an entity aspiring for éingdst democratic nation

where all are equal in the spirit of Ethiopianses.
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For the last twenty-seven years, ethnic extremisas privileged and Ethiopianess was silenced asi#f not
important. Ethiopians or Ethiopiawienet was silehead ethnic politics are privileged to serve teevly created political
elite for their political dominance. The new elitgho came to power after the military regime iniggia history are the

first elite groups who divided the country on thieréc line for the purpose of divide and rule.

Why Ethiopianism in the curriculum? Ethiopianism time Ethiopia schoolis one of the indigenous cadnten
marginalized or totally lost from the school cualiem. The liberation fighter and freedom activiseuthe concept to fight
domination, colonialism andinitiate their citizemdtruggle for their freedom by teaching Ethiopsamiusing Ethiopia as a
symbol of both political and religious freedomsidltthe content in which heroism is displayed te #loung generation.
Hence, promoting Indigenous Ethiopian knowledge a&medgrating in the curriculum is a key to succédes the

implementation of the principles of Ethiopianismeéhome 2017).

Proponents of Ethiopianism argued that the Afrination was one of the oldest continuous civilizagion the
world and claim that some of the first examplesofanized religious festivals, solemn assemblieb @her forms of
worship evolved in Ethiopia. By the 19th centurjhem Ethiopia was one of the few nation-states uAdiecan control,

many people of African ancestry embraced it asesd of the black capacity for self-rule.

Hence, the principles embodied in Ethiopianism #hdne transferred to the new generation. The legddaye

past generation can be passed on to the new gemardten students are learning in the school.

The approaches in which the contents of the cdtimthave been designed and the emphasis the durrids
given to the indigenous perspectives determinestiogal, political and cultural reality of the sdgién shaping the youth.
Hence, the spirit of Ethiopianism is among all otineportant values which comprise the social, aaltand religious self-

sufficiency that has to be transmitted to the newegation of Ethiopia.

Ethiopia is an inspiring symbol; we may honourallgpreciate the real contribution of Ethiopianagains
colonialism. The spirit has to be part of the smifitoday’s Ethiopian. It is because it is by itse expression and goal of

political, economic, social, and cultural freedoavimg holistic dimensions.

Ethiopianism represented black peoples' corporaberation aspirations and their efforts to improveeir
religious, educational, political, economic and sbcstatus in society. The black people's approtziife was holistic,
which explains why they saw no dichotomy in thelehgeto their association with politics and rebgi. Hence, it is

difficult to analyse Ethiopianism in separate aristidct dimensions (Duncan 2015).

Ethiopianism revealed itself in several parts ef world in different practices (Price2003; 31-@&jch forms are
as anti-colonialism, anti-capitalism, against disgnation on the basis of colour and so on (Ibil).present Ethiopians
context Ethiopianism has to manifest itself as ati-ethnic conflict to bring holism, sense of balomgs among the
different cultural group in the country, as it whging the various anti-colonial wars that madedbentry victories.

There is vital evidence that Africa had its ownlpdbdphy, even in ancient times, which disprove sdifestern
scholars’ view that Africans are intellectuallyeénior. Ethiopia; as a country which is in Africaasontinent is a cradle of
mankind(Teshome 2016431-439, and the beginner of Civilization.

Philosophical studies in Ethiopia must be foundedEthiopianism as education in China was foundedhen
Confucianism philosophy on Education and the Jegmrend the Western are influenced by Buddhism areklG
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philosophy respective(i£lvis 2018;43-h In my study of Indian philosophy also | observeds largely influenced by
Hinduism and various sects in India. In Ethiopleere is one course in Ethiopian philosophy. Thisgrse is limited to the
philosophy of Zara Yacob and Wolde Hiwot only, &iEthiopia philosophical works are limited toethworks of Zara
Yacob and Woldehywot. Ethiopia is an ancient cigiti nation and the origin of human being. Above thé ancient
education curriculum included philosophical studiesthe religious institution of Ethiopia, plenty philosophical works
are found. What is neglected in Ethiopia todayiieng priority to indigenous knowledge. The Ethiaps currently give
more emphasis on an outward knowledge of the Eampat present curriculum, Ethiopian philosophyaasourse is
given only in the department of philosophy at Adéisaba University. The problem is this coursensitéd to Zara Yacob
and Woldehywot which the original work is transthiato English by ProfessorSumner. Ethiopiansnratst cause, the
principle involved and as freedom movement is notuded in the course. Ethiopianism As Duncan (2@&Hd is black
people'scommunakspirations for liberty. It is the struggles foistipeople to advance and free their religious, atiocal,

political, economic and social life from the colahdomination. This movement symbolizes Ethiopia tountry which

has an independent religious and political indttufor centuries when the other black people ageu colony.

Philosophy and history department in Ethiopian arsities has no impression to develop and teaciof#mism
to students. The philosophy, the curriculum is dated by western theoretical work. In no singleglahe concept of
Ethiopianism is found. It is important for the ybub know about how the country we live in came iakistence. What
was the place of the country in world history, mgendheir difference and became the symbolof otlsions. Now
Ethiopians are following a very different lifestyd ethnic rival and many of the practices, valweg] principles that have
been followed in the ancient time and made the ggurever colonized are long forgotten. The youdliéhno information
or studied in a distorted form by those who areggiting to be conspicuous for their personal béngfioring history and
the society at large. It is obvious thatwhat ispgepng in the past help to shape the present.Stgdglout the past in a
philosophical way help to produce those studente ate critical, creative and collaborative thinkBreducing critical
thinkers, not simply mean producing those studesis know the right thing to do, but also producihgse students that
know how to do the right thing. Hence, teaching phdosophy of Ethiopianism help to equip the yoidologically to
fight against ethnicity.

In search of a sense of Ethiopian among the whaeléofian, Ethiopianism modelled and serve as amladgcal
instrument to promote Ethiopia for all Ethiopiarggality.It also is philosophical that produce youtho think humanity
than bound in minor tribalism or ethnicity.

It is obvious that the term Ethiopianism resultfrgm its occurrence in the Bible, which Ethiopiaéserred to in
Psalm 68:31 "let Ethiopia hasten to stretch oub@sds to God". Ethiopia is mainly conceived asdeal "African Zion”
because of having an independent Christianity skated by the citizens themselves and free fromnizhtion. The use
of Ethiopianism as a concept was boosted aftevitiiery of Ethiopia the country in Africa over Itah imperial power in

the battle of Adwa in 1896. https://www.britannwam/topic/EthiopianisnThe battle is considered the most important

event in Ethiopia and African history. The maingea is that it is in this battle that colonial paviecrushed even though

not the only one for Ethiopia. Ethiopia therefasethe country becameemblematic for other blaclonatin the world.

One of the earliest evolvement of the term Ethinjsiam stems from a Judeo-Christian perspectivehérbiblical

passage of Psalm 68: 31, it is written: "Ethiogialssoon stretch forth her hands unto God". Cianst have interpreted
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this Bible verse to mean a time when Africa, (syiizeal by the word Ethiopia, because of the belief tEthiopia was the
first African nation that received Christianity tugh the contact of the Ethiopian Eunuch with tbepgl in Samaria with
reference to Acts 8:26—38), would beckon to Godd@liverance from the oppression and suppressidgheoEuropeans.
The word, therefore, represented Africa’s dignitdglace in the divine dispensation and providecharter for free
African Churches and nations of the future (NwantimhdNweke2014:16-27).

Beyond this religious interpretation the practicdérence that Ethiopia experienced in history trendiscovered

as symbolic to the Black people over the world.

Ethiopianism stands against all discrimination,jiahaeligious, political and moral. It delivers diayround for
realizing and reproving history, the social womdginly racial and economic discriminations (Pric@2031-64). Hence,
teaching Ethiopianism philosophy provides a pdititamework to stand against ethnic extremismeEwly, giving the
course to philosophy students as part of Ethioptatosophy help to analysis thepresent closelyaititally. It also helps
to question thoroughly why ethnic extremismis lirigg in the country. It enables students to thiiglorously to help them

to find a solution and preaching the idea of Etldosm and the principles embodied in it.

In Ethiopia, ancient education given by religionstitutions philosophized on the metaphysical doasif reality
indigenously which today’s Ethiopian philosophy do®t address. Those religious issues raised ferdift sects should
be studied. It is because it helps to create utatgigng among the different groups in the cour®yilosophical studies
must address the cultural, political and socialityeaf the people from which it originated. If weok at Indian philosophy
the Veda occupies a central place. The origin diam philosophy is the Veda, which is classifiedtlas section of
knowledge and that of ritual which formed Indianilpsophy’. Hence, Indian philosophy, like that dietChains’ and
European philosophy rooted in Indian culture. lvésy close to the Indians life. However, in aniffiian context, we
completely diverted from the reality. The philosimath issues which the ancient Ethiopian educatibthressed are not part
of the Ethiopian philosophy of today. A philosopdlistudy in Ethiopia resides in Western thinkingl aimeory. Though,
the West themselves are looted many of the knowleflgm Africa. The political and religious movemenhich
symbolizes Ethiopia is not part of the general icutum of the country and particularly that of Ethian
philosophy.Ethiopian philosophy should be inwardkiog and aims to help Ethiopians deal with ups dadns of life
with the goal of ones. First, it is only when tteangeneration knows themselves as Ethiopian citizahstart interacting

with people from various cultures in the world withnfidence.
CONCLUSIONS

Ethiopianism is anti-colonial, anti-racism, antigtheid and anti-other discrimination both religioand
political. Ethiopia is the centreof all this movembehat attained an exceptional reputation in theseof black people,
especially African After the victory of Adewa agsiftalian colonial power in 1896. Ethiopia serasl an emblem of
other black nation under colony in fighting for ithendependence. However, the country which is arblem of other
black nation today is in the crossroad due to ethanflict. The Country which defeated the colomalver at the different

battle is currently in a state of confusion andhl@ao transcend ethnic conflict brought from thoseated in her womb.

By introducing Ethiopianism into the Curriculumgtinew generation should be made aware of thelegfathe
forefathers. Ethiopia, which has lived as a modebther black people, today should not have tatheed.
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Particularly, Ethiopia's philosophy of educatioreds to be taught Ethiopianism philosophy appropiyatecause in the
philosophy of learning the first thing is to undarsd what is in the country. And even more so, bseahe philosophy

students are predestined, to teach and criticaltietstand the reality on the ground.

Ethiopia’s ancient narratives are spoken and spokéime other world as an emblem of African libérat and it
is inappropriate to distract this narrative in Bffia by an extremist who is created from her wovithile our African and
other black nation’s brothers, including the whitage proudly admiring Ethiopian history and apfaecthe symbolic
significance ofAdwa for the black liberation struggle, Pan-Africanisnowvement, and religious freedom movement.
However, today Ethiopians are in ethnic rival ltke time before Adowa aemene Mesafin{fThe "Age of Princes") this
period was from 1769-1855 in Ethiopian history, wiige country was divided within itself into sevargions, belongs
to different lords with no real central authority the country. The two opposing views today in ¢bentry is Ethnicity

and Ethiopian nationality. Favouring the seconglassible through teaching history and the philogagftEthiopianism.
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